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HOw DOES 1948 TOBACCO PRODUCTION COMPARE WITH 1947? 

IS THE 1948 PER ACRE YIELD OF LINT COTTON HIGHER THAN 19447 

DiD THE ESTIMATED TOTAL PRODUCTION OF COTTON DECLINE IN DECEMBER? 
How DOES THE PRODUCTION OF ALL HAY IN 1948 COMPARE WITH 1947? 
WHAT CROPS SHOWED INCREASES IN ACRES HARVESTED IN 1948 OVER 1947? 
HOW DOES CORN PRODUCTION IN U. S. 
Did MOST PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS INCREASE OR DECREASE IN 1948? 
WHY DID THE PRODUCTION OF LESPEDEZA SEED INCREASE IN 1948? 

HOW DOES THE PRESENT NUMBER OF LAWYER'S ON FARMS COMPARE WITH 19477 
WHAT WAS THE AVERAGE POUNDS OF MILK PRODUCED PER COW IN NOVEMBER? 
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WEATHER-CROP 1948 SEASON 


The 1948 season, except for dry 
weather in June and July was gener- 
ally favorable for crop production. 

Unfavorable weather during the 
fall of 1947 made conditions very 
difficult for seeding small grains. 
As a result, the planted acreage of 
most small grains was far short of 
intentions. The 1948 spring plant- 
ing season opened a little late in 
some areas, however, soil moisture 
supplies were favorable for seedbed 
Preparation, planting and seed ger- 
mination. 

In most areas crops came up to 
good stands and were showing excel- 
lent progress until July when soil 
moisture supplies began to give out. 
Rains around the middle of July were 
scattered and localized, but brought 
relief to many needy areas. However, 
in East Central Coastal and Western 
Piedmont Counties the lack of rains 
began showing on crop growth. The 
last week of July brought fairly 
good rains tomost Piedmont Counties, 
but some East Central Counties 
continued to suffer. 

The influence of weather on 
crops reached a critical point about 
the middle of July when tobacco was 
"buttoning”™ out and corn was 
tasseling. The high temperatures 
and low moisture supplies caught 
considerable corn in the tasseling 
stage causing some "blasting" before 
full emergence of silk. ‘has 
resulted in poor fertilization in 
Many Central Coastal, Southern 
and Western Piedmont Counties. Rains 
came in time to prevent heavy losses 
in tobacco yields. 

The. fall harvesting season, with 
few exceptions, was almost ideal 
until about the middle of November 
when general rains began to fall. 
Intermittent rains since this date 
have caused some delay in harvesting 
of corn, peanuts, soybeans and other 
late maturing crops. Most hay crops 
were put up under ideal conditions. 
The weather was excellent for the 
harvesting of cotton, most of which 
was picked before the wet Season 
began. 


GOOD TOBACCO CROP 


Production of flue-cured tobacco 
in North Carolina in 1948 totaled 
746,300,000 pounds. This production 
is 17.8 percent below 1947 but 14 
percent above 1937-46 average. 

At the time tonacco beds were 
seeded for the 1948 crop, growers had 
not planned for a 27.52 percent re- 
duction in allotment. Hence, the 
supply of plants was more than suf- 
ficient except in a few scattered 
areas. Soil moisture conditions 
were generally favorable during the 
planting season and most growers 
had average or better stands. 

Generally, tobacco grew rapidly 
until late June when lack of mois- 
ture began having atelling influence 
on East Central and Central Piedmont 
Counties. In these areas the crop 
"buttoned" out low and up until mid- 
July many growers did not think yields 
would much more than cover production 
expenses. However, just as harvest 
neared in Type 12 and 13 Belts, rain 
fell overmost of the flue-cured area. 
The crop responded readily to favor- 
able weather conditions and made 
amazing improvement during the last 
half of July. 


PEANUT CROP TURNED OUT GOOD 


North Carolina produced a 359 
million pound peanut crop this year, 
compared with the 301 million pound 
erop. of751 947. Yields averaged 
1,225 pounds per acre - 195 pounds 
more than average yields in 1947. 

Most of the state’s peanut acreage 
was planted by the first week of 
June. Soil moisture supplies were 
favorable for seed germination and 
early plant development. Open 
weather permitted growers to control 
grass and weeds. Dry conditions 
prevailed throughout the heavy pea- 
nut producing area from mid-July to 
early in October. This condition 
reduced pegging in some counties. 
Digging was completed about on 
schedule and under favorable condi- 
tions. Picking operations have been 
delayed by frequent rains since the 
latter part of November. 


COTTON.PROSPECTS DOWN 


A cotton crop of 680,000 bales of 
500 pounds gross weight is forecast 
for North Carolina on the basis of 
reports from ginners and growers 
around December 1. This is 10,900 
bales below the November i forecast. 
The present estimate of production 
for 1948 is 50 percent larger than 
the 1947 crop and 17 percent larger 
than the 10-year average production. 
Approximately 88 percent of the crop 
had been ginned to December 1. The 
past month was the wettest November 
of record and cotton still in fields 
was damaged considerably. 

The yield of lint per acre in 
1948, computed at 454 pounds, equals 
the record yield of 1944, is {i119 
pounds above 1947 and g99pounds abcre 
the 10-year average, 

The 1948 season was very faverabliec 
for the production of cotton. The 
hot-dry weather from mid-June to 
mid-July wasalmost ideal for cotton, 
although the growth of some other 
crops was retarded. The early fall 
was also favorable for picking 
cotton and a large part of the crap 
was harvested with little or no 
damage from wet weather. 


HAY CROPS 


The production of "all hay" in 
North Carolina during 1948 is esti- 
mated at 1,284,000 tons. This com- 
pares with 1,250,000 tons produced 
in 1947. The increased production 
in 1948 is due to higher yields per 
acre since the total acreage har- 
vested was slightly less this year. 
The yield of alfalfa hay remained 
the same in both years. Hay crops 
showing increased yields per acre 
were lespedeza, peanuts, small 
grains, and other hay. Generally, 
the 1948 season was favorable for 
the production of hay crops. Some 
of the second cutting of alfalfa hay 
was damaged or lost the last of July 
due to frequent rains. In some 
areas dry weather and army worms 
reduced soybean hay yields. The fall 
season was favorable for harvesting 
hays. 
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ANNUAL SUMMARY - ACREAGE, YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1947 AND PRELIMINARY 1948 


ACREAGE HARVESTED YIELD PER ACRE 
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PRODUCTION 


THOUSANDS 


AVERAGE 
1937-46 


NORTH CAROLINA 


50,787 
49,541 
138 


6,567 
7,593 
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422 
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2/ 582 
237 
654,807 
235.771 
331.146 
77,160 
10.731 
9,145 
7,823 


306 ,260 


1,065 
Zehot 
302 
5.3 
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68,733 
66 874 
138 


8,194 
11,387 
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1,734 
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UNITED STATES 


2,813,529 2,383,970 3,650,548 
942,623 1,367,186 1,288,406 
1.231.814 1,199,422 1,491,752 
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3,448 
149,760 
183,558 
3,466 
2,182,895 
389 ,048 
55,746 
1,317,466 
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113,041 
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44,870 
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be confused with calendar year income. 


SEASON AV.PRICE 
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NORTH CAROLINA COMMERCIAL TRUCK CROPS 
1947 AND PRELIMINARY 1948 
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low prices or other economic factors. 
calender year income. 
late spring 


-- 43,000 in 1947, late summer -- 


166,000 in 1947: Beets, spring -- 5,000 in 1947: Cabbage, late spring -- 2,200 in 1948: Lettuce, ear ly spring -- 10,000 in 1948. 


4/ 9-year average, 1938-46. 
CORN CROP REDUCED BY DRY WEATHER 


Final reports from North Carolina 
corn producers indicate a 1948 corn 
crop of 69,006,000 bushels. This 
estimate is below earlier expectations, 
but still above the revised estimate 
of the 1947 crop of 68,733,000 bushels 
and 36 percent above average. Growers 
harvested 2,226,000 acres of corn 
this year which was 2 percent more 
than in 1947. 

The 1948 corn crop was planted 
under generally favorable conditions 
and grew rapidly until about the middle 
of June when high temperatures and low 
moisture supplies beganretarding plant 
development. Much of the corn, at 
this time, was in the tasseling stage 
and "blasting" resulted before full 
emergence of silks was general. This 
caused pollenization tobe very uneven. 
As harvesting got underway in the 
state it became evident that dry weath- 
er damage was much greater and wider 
spread than expected. In the areas of 
heavy damage, plants produced normal 
sized husks, but a large proportion of 
them were poorly filled. Current 
estimated yield-for the 1948 crop 
is 31.0 bushels. 

Harvesting of the 1948 crop was 
well advanced in all sections of the 
state by November 1. On the other hand 
very little of the 1947 crop had been 
harvested by this date due to the un- 
usually wt fall experienced last year. 
Later reports on the 1947 crop showed 
that final yields were above the pre- 
liminary estimate. Thus, 1947 yields 
have been revised upward to 31.5 bush- 
els per acre. 


IRISH POTATO CROP GOOD 


The 1948 production of all Irish 
potatoes in North Carolina amounted to 
10,508,000 bushels. This was the 


fourth highest production of record 
and compares with 8,840,000 bushels 
produced in 1947 and the 10-year 
average of 9,145,000 bushels. The per 
acre yield of 148 bushels exceeded 
that of all previous years, except for 
1946. Although the planting of commer- 
cial early potatoes was delayed a week 
to ten days due to wet soils, condi- 
tions during the growing season were 
more favorable than usual. 

A total of 71,000 acres of Irish 
potatoes were harvested in 1948 com- 
pared with 68,000 acres in 1947 and 
the 10-year average Of 86,000 acres. 
The commercial early acreage accounted 
for 44 percent or 31,000 acres of the 
total acreage harvested in 1948. The 
commercial crop yielded 210 bushels 
per acre, or the second highest yield 
of record, and accounted for 62 per- 
cent of all Irish potatoes produced. 


SMALLEST SWEETPOTATO CROP IN 24 YEARS 


Sweetpotato production in North 
Carolina, estimated at 5,635,000 
bushels during 1948, is the lowest 
since 1924. This year’s low produc- 
tion was due almost entirely to a 
downward trend in acreage that has 
been developing since 1932, with 
rather sharp acreage reductions since 
World War 11. 

A total of 49,000 acres were har- 
vested in 1948. This compares with 
59,000 acres in 1947, the 10-year 
average of 75,000 acres and is the 


smallest acreage harvested in 73 years. 


The 1948 yield per acre of 115 bushels 
equalled that of 1947 and was well a- 
bove the 10-year average of 104 bushels. 


SOYBEAN CROP ABOVE AVERAGE 


December 1 reports indicate a soy- 
bean crop of slightly over 3.5 million 
bushels in the state this year. A 


crop ot this size would be 2 percent 
greater than last year and 53 percent 
more than the 10-year average. 

Favorable weather prevailed during 
the spring season during the time soy- 
beans were planted. With the ex- 
ception of localized areas, most grow- 
ers had normal stands or better. The 
dry weather from mid-June until mid- 
July somewhat retarded the growth and 
development of the crop. Also, the 
damage from insects, especially .army 
worms, was more severe than usual. 
Prior to November, the weather had been 
generally favorable for harvesting 
operations; however, since that date 
rain has delayed harvesting and in 
some instances reduced the quality 
and yield of the crop. 


SMALL GRAIN CROP SHORT 


The total acreage of small grain 
harvested for grain in 1948 was 23.4 
percent less than in 1947 and total 
production was 28.6 percent less. 
Average yields per acre for all small 
grains were below 1947 except oats, 
which showed no change. Continuous 
heavy rains frommid- September 1947 un- 
til early April made planting difficult 
or impossible. The growing season for 
most of the acreage was much too short 
for full growth and yields averaged 
below what might have been expected 
had the season been normal. 


PROSPECTIVE 1948 WHEAT CROP 


December reports indicate 491, 000 
acres of wheat seeded for harvest in 
1949. Although this is 15 percent more 
than the acreage seeded for the 1948 
crop it represents about average seed- 
ings. Based on December conditions the 
1949 crop is forecast at 7,856,000 
bushels or about 30 percent larger 
than the relatively poor production in 
1948. 
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FRUITS AND NUTS 

Commercial apple production in 
North Carolina during 1948 is esti- 
mated at 976 thousand bushels. This 
is slightly over one-fourth larger 
than the 1947 crop, but 8 percent 
below the 10-year average production. 

The production of peaches, commer- 
cial and non-commercial, in North 
Carolina amounted to 1,646,000 bush- 
els in 1948. The 1948 crop was 43 
percent less than 1947 and 23 percent 
less than the 10-year average produc- 
tion. The low production this year 
is attributed almost entirely to 
damages from the late spring freeze. 
Growers reported losses ranging. 
from zero up to 100 percent. Damages 
from insects and diseases were no 
more tnan usual. 

The 1948 pear crop is estimated 
at 209,000 bushels, Or 30 percent 
less than the 1947 crop and 31 per- 
cent less than the 10-year average 
production. Unfavorable weather 
during the pollimating season is 
primarily responsible for this 
year’s reduced crop. 

Grape production at 5,600 tons 
in 1948 is the same as 1947, but 6 
percent greater than the 10-year 
average. Grape production in the 
state is confined primarily to small 
vineyards for home consumption. 

The production of pecans, from 
both improved and seedling varieties, 
is estimated at 2.8 million pounds. 
This is 35 percent larger than the 
1947 crop and 7 percent larger 
than average production. The pecan 
crop, in most sections of the state, 
was damaged by the late spring 
freeze and by the hot-dry weather 
from mid-June to mid-July. 


LESPEDEZA SEED PRODUCTION 


Production of lespedeza seed in 
North Carolina in 1948 is estimated 
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at 36 million pounds, or 7 percent 
harger sthan athe, 1947 erop- An 
increase in the yield per acre from 
210 to 240 pounds is responsible for 
the higher production in 1948, since 
10,000 less acres were harvested 
this year. 


EGG PRODUCTION 


Layers on North Carolina farms 
produced a total of 48 million eggs 
during November. This is around 10 
percent or 6 million fewer eggs than 
were produced during October. Total 
egg production in November, this 
year, was 7 million above production 
during the same month in 1947. 

The November monthly rate of lay 
per hen was 6.4 eggs compared with 
5.5 eggs per hen for the same month 
last year. This higher rate of lay 
compared with last year reflects the 
effects of moderate temperatures 
during November, better feeding and 
closer culling practices. 

Additions of maturing pullets to 
laying flocks increased the total 
number of layers on farms in November 
to 7,493,000 compared with 7,004, 000 
for the preceding month and 7,386,000 
for November 1947. 


MILK PRODUCTION ABOVE AVERAGE 


Following the usual seasonal down- 
ward trend, milk production in the 
state during November showed a 
decline from the previous month’s 
level. Total production during 
November was estimated at 116 million 
pounds, 15 million pounds less than 
during October. Production during 
the month compares with 113 million 
produced inNovember of last year and 
a 1937-46 November average of 106 
million pounds. 

Although milk production was 
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higher during November of this year 
than during the corresponding month 
in 1947, the number of all milk 
cows on farms was lower. There were 
355 thousand cows on farms during 
November or 3 thousand less than 
during the same month last year. 
Production per cow during November 
averaged 328 pounds, comparing with 
315 pounds a year ago. Grains, 
including millfeeds andconcentrates, 
fed on December 1 of this year 
averaged 5.3 pounds per cow, the 
same aS a year earlier. 


U. §. DAIRY PRICES STRENGTHEN 


Farmers’ prices fordairy products 
strengthened after the September to 
October drop, the sharpest ever re- 
corded for the time of year. Down- 
ward drifts began in late July after 
farmers’ prices had reached a new 
high, allowing for seasonal adjust- 
ments. Since milk production usually 
declines in second half of year, 
Prices usually rise during this 
period. 

First significant decline among 
dairy products was made by butter, 
which was unusually high early in 
the summer. Margarine also dropped 
after a very Sharp break in prices 
of cottonseed and soybean oils which 
reflected this year’s large crop. 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


The Statisticians of the Crop 
Reporting Service send you Christmas 
and New Year’s Greetings, with the 
Wish that prosperity may be yours 
during 1949. 
Henry G. Brown W CoH InSOn and re 
Ray BE. Converse Olaf Wakefield 
Earl A. Finch ClydetZarWildis 

Frank Parker 


